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A three day trip to one 
of Africa’s premier wildlife 
reserves, Chobe, provides a 
dramatic change of scenery. 
“The game drive has such 
potential and the boat cruise 
into the sunset close to hippo 
and elephant taking a swim 
is what forms that life-long 
connection to Africa,” said 
Gunn.

The course participants, 
consisting of learners study-
ing to become professional 
guides, to wildlife lovers from 
all corners of the globe, also 
enjoy a trip to the Victoria 
Falls. “A real treat for me 
is the walk into the Batoka 
Gorge far below the falls. 
The gorge is quite simply a 
tree emporium,” was Gunn’s 
comment.

Twice daily game drives 
and wilderness trails form the 
basis of the course with a daily 
midday lecture on the topic 

of the day. The FGASA-
endorsed courses give students 
an understanding of wildlife 
ecosystems and their inhab-
itants, providing practical 
exposure to the diverse aspects 
of the natur al environment in 
a big game area.

As well as species identifi -
cation, ecology and behaviour, 
courses cover communica-
tion skills, trail guiding and 
leadership, basic astronomy, 
basic 4 x 4 driving skills, 
rifl e handling, approaching 
dangerous game on foot, and 
guide-client etiquette.
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Exquisite cuisine and a fine range of
deluxe South African wines.

Voted Zimbabwe’s best 
safari lodge for 18
consecutive years.

Winner of the “The Best
Dinner Experience Award”
for 2 years in a row
(Zimbabwe on a Plate)

www.africaalbidatourism.com or call Reservations: (+263) 13 43211-20, Email: saflodge@saflodge.co.zw or boma@saflodge.co.zw

An infi nity 
swimming pool 
and boutique 
restaurant 

will soon be added to the 
exclusive Victoria Falls 
Safari Club, Africa Albida 
Tourism chief executive, 
Ross Kennedy reports.

The project, to be 
completed by early next 
year, will also include the 
expansion of the exist-
ing lounge, which will 
allow guests to enjoy a 
personalised butler service, 
complimentary snacks, and 
spectacular views of the 
resort’s central waterhole 
and wildlife-rich surround-
ings.

Beneath the Safari Club 
lounge and deck, a boutique 
restaurant and kitchen will 
serve a hearty continental 
breakfast as well as cooked 
options, and light, modern 
lunch dishes complemented 
by a tasting menu-style 
dinner.

The infi nity swimming 
pool and deck, facing the 

A taut cheetah stalks 
across the plains; 
a pack of wild 
dogs begins the 

evening hunt; star-spangled 
skies; a dusty red sunset 
silhouetting a protected rhino 
family… these are some of the 
things that attract tourists and 
adventurers to Africa.

However, these visitors 
now want to get more from 
their African safaris. They 
want to learn more about the 
ecosystems, animal behaviour 
and the wildlife of Africa.

The increase of sophis-
ticated foreign tourists to 
Africa has led to a need for 
professionally-trained guides 
to lead tourists into Africa’s 
wildlife areas. Such was the 
vision of EcoTraining, which 
opened in 1993 to provide 
aspiring fi eld guides with the 
grounding, knowledge and 
professionalism required to 
enter the growing industry.

Of the 33 venues where 
veteran instructor Mark 
Gunn has trained students on 
EcoTraining’s Field Guide 
Level 1 course, the Victoria 
Falls course rates in his top 
fi ve. What makes this course 
so different to EcoTrain-
ing’s courses in South Africa, 
Kenya and Botswana is the 
additional excursions to 
nearby natural features. 

resort’s central waterhole, 
will be built at a slightly 
lower level for guests of the 
premium 20-room resort.

“We are always reviewing 
our products, facilities and the 
experience that we offer and 
this process continues with 
Victoria Falls Safari Club,” 
Kennedy said.

“We have listened to our 
guests and to our partners in 
the travel industry and are in 
the process of designing and 
costing a major upgrade of 
the Safari Club. Architects are 
completing design drawings 
as we speak and the feedback 
has all been taken into consid-
eration in this plan.”

Work is scheduled to 
commence in November 

2015, will break for the 
festive season and be 
completed by the end of 
February next year.

“As soon as the plans 
and details of this project 
are complete we shall 
inform the trade and 
public,” he continued. “The 
project may involve a short 
period of shutdown, but we 
will communicate this well 
in advance.”

Zimbabwe-owned 
hospitality group Africa 
Albida Tourism operates 
hotels and restaurants in 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 
and Chobe, Botswana, 
including its fl agship prop-
erty, Victoria Falls Safari 
Lodge.

INVESTMENT

new plans for Safari Club

The renowned Safari Club will soon be upgraded

Mark Gunn,  EcoTraining Instructor 
and naturalist, the cornerstone of 
the Vic Falls course

GUIDING

The making of a good guide

Course participants deeply im-
mersed in their study environment
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One year PROFESSIONAL FIELD GUIDE COURSE
Three 2015 intakes from 2nd Aug |  1st Sept  | 2nd Oct

Sign up for the 2nd August course and 
Win a FREE  Go Pro to record  your year in the wild.

Field Guide Level 1 - 55 days in Victoria Falls
Starts 17th August 2015

Enrol to begin your dream career
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