
ECOTRACKER:

DURATION

LOCATION

PREREQUISITES

7-Days: Track and Sign
14-days: Tracking

Course takes place between one to two of the following 
camps depending on the calendar:
• Selati Game Reserve, South Africa
• Makuleke Concession, northern Kruger Park, South
 Africa    
• Mashatu Game Reserve, Botswana 

• Fit and able to walk for at least 2km.
• Be over the age of 16 years and older. Participants  
from 12 to 15 years must be accompanied by an adult or 
guardian.

Through the ancient art of animal tracking participants are taught how to ‘reconstruct’ 
the scene and understand what could have, would have, and should have happened. 
This course will engross participants in aspects of traditional tracking skills - 
track and sign identification and interpretation and hunter-gatherer techniques.

A vast amount of information can be gathered about mammals, birds and reptiles without ever having seen them. Every animal leaves some 

indication of its presence or passing whereby it can be recognised. Participants are taught how to ‘reconstruct’ the scene and understand what 

could have, would have, and should have happened. Through the ancient art of animal track and sign  interpretation, participants will connect with 

iconic places and creatures of Africa on foot. This courses take place in remote wilderness areas of Mashatu in Botswana or South Africa and 

will captivate participants in all aspects of traditional tracking skills - track and sign identification and hunter-gatherer techniques. The course is 

mostly hosted by engaging and expert local Shangaan trackers.  
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Accommodation

The sleeping arrangements at all our camps consist of two people 

sharing per tent. Single requests are required to pay double rates. 

Women and men 

do not share tents unless 

booked as a couple.

Meals 

Early morning wake-up

Brunch after activity

Afternoon tea

Dinner

: tea, coffee, biscuits, fresh fruit and cereal

: cooked breakfast and fruit salad

: light lunch / sandwiches

: balanced, warm plated meal with meat, vegetables and salad

Mashatu Camp

Selati Camp

Makuleke Camp

What to expect from either the 7-day and 14-day EcoTracker Course:

Track and Sign Interpretation (7 and 14 Days) – this component of tracking looks at the 

signs left by invertebrates, amphibians, birds, reptiles and mammals. All learning takes 

place in the field using field-guides, photographs and presentations to supplement practical 

training. 

Trailing (14-Days) – this component involves following tracks to find the animal. 

Mastering trailing takes years and this aspect of the course requires a relatively high level 

of fitness and an ability to focus mentally. EcoTracker’s instructors are amongst the best 

animal trailers in South Africa and we pride ourselves on our ability to teach this complex 

skill. Students will have the opportunity to practice trailing animals themselves - under 

the watchful eye of an EcoTracker instructor. Interpreting mammal and bird alarm calls, 

animal behaviour and assessing the age of tracks form part of the trailing skill set.  

Hunter-gatherer techniques  – Southern Africa’s indigenous people survived off the land

for centuries. EcoTracker’s instructors will teach you how to build traps using only natural 

materials, show you how to find birds’ nests, water and edible fruits. Through sharing of 

their experiences growing up in the wilderness, the instructors will immerse students in 

the wild.

There  are  two major  aspects  to  t rack ing – Track and S ign Interpretat ion 

and Tra i l ing  ( fo l lowing animal  t ra i ls ) .  EcoTracker  inc ludes Hunter-gatherer 

techniques as  par t  of  th is  course .  A l l  aspects  of  t rack ing take years  to 

master.

YOU COULD GRADUATE WITH

FRONTBACK

10cm 10cm

14 days: 

1. Tracker Academy Track and Sign Certificate

2. Tracker Academy Trailing Certificate

3. Tracker Academy Tracker Certificate 

4. FGASA Tracker Certificate

7 days: 

1. Tracker Academy Track and Sign Certificate

Note:  A successful track and sign evaluation at the end of 

week 1 will allow for a Trailing evaluation to be conducted 

over the last few days of the week 2. Depending on the results 

achieved, the participant can receive a Tracker Academy and 

FGASA endorsed Tracker certificate.   

WHAT IS TRACKING?


