


EcoTraining is the pioneer and leader inﬂsa'fa i guide and
wildlife training in Africa. EcoTraining is widely recognised by
the safari industry for its credibility and standard of excellence
in nature guide training. We offer accredi_Eed career courses,
gap year and sabbatical programmes, nature programmes, high
school and university study abroad programmes, custom courses
and on-site professional guide training at safari lodges. All
courses are run directly from EcoTraining’s unfenced bush
camps in prime wilderness areas across South Africa, Botswana,
and Kenya.
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Our courses are practical and experiential.
There are morning or afternoon bush walks
with a good chance of encountering big game

- at ground level, and there are daily game drives

ou’ll learn about everything yo

encounter through the day, from dangerous
game behaviour to bird and tree identification.
Insects, astronomy, bush lore and medicinal
plants are all part of the learning experience.
Certainly there are daily lectures and study
time too, but connecting with nature is core.
Qur highly expe-rier‘\ced and dedicated
‘instructors will guide you through it all, and
keep you safe throughout\.?
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Authenticity and sustainability are key pillars
of EcoTraining practise. Courses are hosted at
our unfenced tented bush camps in some of
Africa’s premier wildlife areas — in South Africa,
Kenya and Botswana. You will enjoy total
immersion in the wild, the camps all being in
magnificent tracts of wilderness with private
concessions — and in partnership with local
communities. So it’s a conservation win for

everyone concerned.

Seck, Abveritine

The wilderness awakens the innate spirit of
adventure in us. It’s a completely different
world of sleep-outs under star-spangled skies,
learning survival and shooting skills, and how
to read animal tracks and behaviour as if they
were a bush newspaper. You'll learn navigation
and orientation skills, bush medicine and so
much more. With knowledge, nature becomes
your true GPS, a wild ‘pharmacy” and.an ub
to date bulletin board. There are also
exhilarating night drives to see nocturnal
species, and the magical evenings spentaround

the camp fire will turn you into an instant

storyteller,

Be Trpned

Hassle and hustle be gone. Just leave it afl .
behind. Slow down and breathe. Exhale.
Repeat. Listen to the sounds and the silence of

wilderness. Allow your senses to adjust to the

rhythm of nature, the cycle of the sun and.

seasons. Quickly you will feel all is well with

the world, and you are exactly where you

should be. Many humans work

better when unplugged.
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Now, prepare to be imspired, * -
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Professional Field Guide - 1 Year

Thoroughly comprehensive, this course is also tailor-made to qualify you as a sought-after professional field guide in the African safari industry. At the end of the year you'll
be FGASA and CATHSSETA qualified and be brimming with wildlife knowledge and experience. There is simply no other course that offers the depth of immersion, across
four different wilderness camps each with varied ecological and geographical landscapes, wildlife, bird and plant species. It’s the full package, and then there is still a cherry

on top. EcoTraining’s placement programme’ is exclusive to this course and gives students the opportunity to gain practical work experience at one of our many placement
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partners.

PLACEMENT PROGRAMME

This is the ultimate hands-on opportunity to work in the safari guide environment. EcoTraining created this
programme especially so that students can have a taste of real-world safari guiding and at the same time be
mentored by experienced guides. It's a fine chance to gather even more skills and knowledge, as you carry out a

wide range of tasks as needed. Plus, you get to put all you have learned into practice at ground level.

" The Placement Programme happens for five months in the second half of the one-year course, and is arranged

sentirely by EcoTraining and the host properties that have opted into the programme. You could be seconded to a

- safari Iddge,_' game rese'rve, animal rehabilitation-centre, conservation or research project or an EcoTraining camp
fuf o anywhere in southern Africa: It’s the opportunity of a lifetime”
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Apprentice Field Guide (FGASA/NQF 2)

55 Days (Kenya & Southern Africa)

This entry level qualification into field guiding is FGASA
endorsed and CATHSSETA accredited. You will learn how
to be a vehicle-based guide in dangerous game areas. So
in the course you will learn 4x4 driving skills specific for
game viewing, species identification and tracking amongst
other things. When you’ve completed this course, you can
enrol for the Trails Guide course to specialise in ‘on-foot’

guiding - if you wish.

Apprentice Trails Guide - 28 Days

In this course, practical guiding skills are honed and the
FGASA field guide syllabus is expanded. Most of the
training is on foot, exploring the wilderness as you learn
how to guide bush walks in big game territory. It's certainly
thrilling with the emphasis on dangerous game encounters

— and the necessary safety requirements.

Kenya Safari Guide - 28 Days

Geared to qualify high-calibre KPSGA Bronze professional
field guides to work in the Kenyan safari industry, training
happens in some of the most magnificent wilderness areas
in Kenya. Here you'll learn 4x4 driving skills and radio

procedure, local geology and ecology, .,

and much more. Driving and walKfits activities aré

core elements,of theleeil=%




Safari Guide-~28iDays

This course is for those who are curious about
life as a safari guide. It's a condensed version
of the FGASA Apprentice Field Guide course,
and you will learn about the natural
environment both in theory and practice. It's
a taste of safari life, so you can decide if you'd
like to qualify further in the field.

Wilderness Trails Skills - 6 Days

Reconnect with the wilderness as you traverse through the most beautiful
and remote wild areas of southern Africa on foot. You'll sleep wild under
the stars, track and stalk game, all while travelling light and with minimal
supplies. It's less about the distance covered and more about the depth
of experience en route, as you learn to make a fire, find your own water

EcoQuest
7 or 14 Days

This is a ‘light” version of the 28-day Safari
Guide course, and includes the basic aspects
of the course. So you’ll learn about ecosystem
structure — geology, soil, climate and plenty of
unusual organisms that contribute to the balance
of nature. It’s an overview course that gives
insight into the way the natural world works.

Wilderness Photography - 7 Days

Evocative wilderness and wildlife photographs
require good technical and creative skills for
sure. But importantly, they also need
knowledge and understanding of the subject
matter and a good sense of animal behaviour.
You’ll learn it all in this course, from the
equipment needed to what it takes to compose
and create outstanding images.

EcoTracker Animal Tracks &
Tracking - 7 or 14 Days

You don’t need to see an animal to gather
information about it. If you know how to read
animal tracks and other bush information, you
can gain valuable insight into what, when,
maybe even how and why an event took place
in the wild. The course will turn you into a
budding bush detective.

Birding In The Bush - 7 Days

Birding is hugely popular all around the world.
Whether you are starting out as a twitcher and
want to learn the basics of bird identification
or if you want to further develop your existing
skills, this course will enable you to identify
a huge variety of species by sight and sound.
Learning about their ecology and biology gives
further depth to the birding experience.

Masai Mara EcoQuest - 7 or 14 Days

and read the stars — while leaving only footprints behind you.

This is the Kenyan version of the South African EcoQuest course, and
is hosted in the wilderness areas of the magnificent Masai Mara. In
addition, course participants will also learn about the essential three-
way relationship that exists between the local communities, wildlife,
and conservation efforts — which is the route to sustainable conservation.



Online Field Guide
8 Weeks

Technology has even enabled home-based training in Field
Guiding. The course is comprehensive, FGASA endorsed
and delivered by our superbly experienced instructors who

are all specialists in their specific field.
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‘Online Trails Enthusia
. 5 weeks

If you love the outdoors, want to learn more but can’t get
to us in person, you can now learn how to walk safely in
the presence of wildlife without leaving home. It will be
a virtual adventure, with live lectures by expert instructors,

as they guide you safely through wild territory in Africa.

Online Nature Enthusiast Course
7 Weeks

Now your love of nature can be easily nurtured from
home, with our FGASA Online Nature Enthusiast course.
Our highly experienced EcoTraining Instructors, who are
specialists in various fields of nature and wildlife, will
deliver lectures on a wide range of topics — directly to

you, wherever you are in the world.

Eyes, ears and understanding are the most essential tools
for birders — fancy equipment can come later. To set you
up to become an adept birder, we will first lay.a sound
foundation for understanding birds and their behaviour.

Then building on this sound foundation is easy.

Online Trails Guide

5 weeks

Bet you could never have imagined this: the chance to
learn how to interact safely with wild animals from the
comfort of your home. This is a brand new course from

EcoTraining, and also a first in Trails Guiding.

Online Tracking Enthusiast Course

4 weeks

It takes years in the field to become a master tracker, but

with expert guidance you canlearn more than you.imagine .«

in just a month — even online. So next ti'ﬁ;ne"-you-are in the®

bush, you'll have a head start and be able to.identify the
tracks of'several species you encounter. :
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In addition to set courses throughout the year, EcoTraining also offers cUstomlsed cou*:ses speaally de5|gned for ageqts ;kf

"H-"

and tour operators to assist them with planning educational safari ltlnerarlesf‘ f[om §‘r)@|l groups and ¢ gum,mer §ch6‘3-ls.

excursions to university study-abroad programmes
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Tailor-made, on-site guide training programmes for safari Igdges are of(ered too, First wg, AR

assess your needs, then training is tailored accordmgly 0% know}éggeable field gwde |nstrUc'tors G
We do the training on site, when it suits you best.



For Trsendly Cesps

All our EcoTraining camps are in prime wilderness areas to enable full immersion and authentic
reconnection with raw nature. Camps are unfenced, truly wild and proudly eco-friendly to ensure minimal

impact to the natural world we revere. These are places to connect with creation in all forms.
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SOUTH AFRICA

Johannesburg (OR Tambo Airport) - Makuleke Concession 615km
Johannesburg (OR Tambo Airport) - Selati Game Reserve 448km

Johannesburg (OR Tambo Airport) - Karongwe Game Reserve 435km

Johannesburg (OR Tambo Airport) - Pridelands Conservancy  433km
BOTSWANA ;:‘ :
Johannesburg (OR Tambo Airport) - Mashatu (Pontdrift) 470km

KENYA




This camp is steeped in history. Lying between the Limpopo
and Luvuvhu rivers in the Pafuri region of northern Kruger
National Park, it's located in the 24 000-hectare Makuleke

Concession, the ancestral home of the proud Makuleke

people. The area has magical birdlife and teeming wildlife.

Twenty students are accommodated in comfortable
thatched, tented rooms, placed on wooden decks in the
shade of large nyala trees. Each room has an en-suite
bathroom consisting of a shower and washbasin with hot
running water and a flush toilet, as well as a veranda

overlooking the surrounding bush.

On the banks of the Karongwe River in the 9 000-hectare

Karongwe Game Reserve, just southwest of the Kruger
Park, is our Karongwe camp. The area is also home to
over 60 mammal species, prolific bird life and plenty of

predators and elephant.

Accommodation is walk-in style safari tents with shared
bathroom facilities. Open-sided double-storey decks serve
as the dining, lecture and study area, as well as an outdoor

bedroom for adventure activities.

The renowned Selati River, in the 33 000-hectare Selati
Game Reserve to the west of the Kruger National Park, is
where our Selati Camp is situated. This area is home to
prolific wildlife from lion, elephant and leopard to
wildebeest, giraffe, zebra and a range of antelope species

— not forgetting Vervet monkeys and baboons.

The camp has 10 tents, and each tent accommodates two
learners — bathroom facilities are communal. A central
area, overlooking the dry river bed, is the venue for lectures

and daily meals.




Conveniently close to Hoedspruit, in Limpopo province,

-

the Pridelands conservancy forms part of the greater Kruger ,?

National Park. Since there are no fences between the
conservancy and the Kruger National Park, wildlife roams
freely here. Elephant and buffalo are plentiful and even

wild dogs have been seen passing through the area.

The camp has tents, each accommodating two learners,
and ablution facilities are shared. There’s a central
communal area, which is the venue for lectures and meals

— and sometimes for simply relaxing too.

In Botswana, we have access to over 12 000 hectares of
bushveld rangingfrom the open country around our.camp
with a beautiful view-across to the crests.in the northern
part of the reserve, bordering Zimbabwe on the Tuli Circle,

down south to the Limpopo river, connecting South Africa.

Our camp is situated on the headwaters of the Pitsane,
and in the summer, there are no less than four waterfalls
with fabulous swimming pools within a few minutes walk
of the camp! There are expansive views and excellent
open areas, crossed regularly by seasonal streams that
boast tall leadwood and apple leaf trees, perfect for walking
trails. The camp has open plains with an exceptional array

of wildflowers and bird life.

Right on the banks of the famous Mara River, the Mara
training centre is located between the local community
land and the wildlife conservancies. If you're lucky, you
could witness the Great Migration of wildebeest and zebra

while there. It's a wildlife bucket list experience for sure.

The Mara Training Centre has very comfortable
accommodation overlooking the Mara River called the
“Eco Camp”. The Eco Camp sleeps 16 people with shared

ablutions.
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- & [E-mail: enquiries@ecotraining.co.za
» "Head Office: Corner Ehmke & Van Der Merwe Street, Nelspruit, South Africa, 1200
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Unfenced Wilderness Camps | Big Game Areas | Twice Daily Activities | Experiential Training

www.ecotraining.co.za
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